
“Risk and Reward”
Ruth 3

God often requires us to take risks in accomplishing His bigger purpose in our lives (1-5)
God had provided for Ruth and Naomi through the generosity of Boaz during the harvest time, which 

ran for about two-months each harvest season. The harvest was coming to an end, which meant that the daily 
opportunity for the work and food that Ruth had enjoyed was about to come to an end. In fact, it was possible 
that Ruth’s regular contact with Boaz was about to come to an end as well. Naomi, in considering her 
daughter-in-law’s future, came up with a bold plan to take advantage of the opportunity God had given them in 
connecting Ruth to Boaz during the harvest. The plan was bold, and it required a big risk. The plan was for 
Ruth to go to the threshing floor one night in order to have a private meeting with Boaz. The purpose of the 
meeting would be to see if Boaz was willing to redeem Ruth in marriage. The risk for Ruth was real. She risked 
her reputation. She risked her pride if rejected by Boaz. She risked what may have been hopes and dreams for 
a different future for her life. She risked a lot, but Naomi and Ruth must have known that the risk was worth 
taking. Their faith to this point must have pointed them to put the results of the risk in God’s hands and to take 
another step of faith. Although Ruth understood the risk, she was humble and willing to take the risk to allow 
God to accomplish His bigger purpose in her life. Today, God often requires that we take risks in accomplishing 
His bigger purpose in our lives.
1. What do you think about the risk that Ruth took in going to the threshing floor that night? Discuss the 

perception issues related to the risk. Do you think it was an appropriate risk? Why or why not?
2. What was the key for Ruth’s risky move being a risk taken in faith as opposed to a manipulative act done 

for selfish gain?
3. Has God ever called on you to take a risk in accomplishing His bigger purpose in your life? If so, how? 

What was the risk? What was the reward? Share testimonies within your group.
4. What is the connection between faith and risk? Why is this connection important to understand?

Taking risks will never require compromise of God’s perfect standard for our lives (6-13)
The risk that Ruth took that night on the threshing floor provided a lot of opportunity for compromise. It 

would have been easy for Ruth or Boaz to have compromised on God’s perfect standard in their lives that night 
on the threshing floor. If Ruth didn't have integrity and faith in God to lead her that night, she could have easily 
made the compromise of seducing Boaz. She could have taken advantage of his generosity and his obvious 
interest in her. At the same time, if Boaz didn't have integrity and faith in God to lead him that night, he could 
have easily made the compromise of taking advantage of Ruth, exploiting the vulnerable position that she had 
put herself in that night on the threshing floor. However, neither make the compromise that they could have 
made. Ruth only used her risky move to do what she intended to do, which was to call on Boaz to redeem her 
as God's man to provide refuge for Ruth and Naomi. Boaz responded with integrity. He was flattered by Ruth’s 
choice to call on him as her redeemer, and he did all that he could to protect Ruth’s reputation in order to not 
compromise God’s perfect standard for their lives. Today, in taking risks to accomplish God’s purposes, God 
never desires that those risks would lead to compromise of His perfect standard for our lives. 
1. Discuss the compromises that Ruth and Boaz could have made that night. In the testimonies you shared 

earlier, what were some potential compromises that could have been in those situations?
2. What are some keys to avoiding compromise when taking risks in faith?



3. Is there anyone in the group who is struggling with a situation that has the potential for compromise? Take 
a minute to share about the situation and to allow your group to pray for each individual and situation.

4. What is God’s perfect standard for our lives? How do we pursue His standard for our lives through the 
grace of the Gospel? Can you point to any New Testament passages that discuss this work of God in our 
lives as believers?

God often requires us to wait in faith as He works out His bigger purpose in our lives (14-18)
As Ruth headed back to Naomi that morning, there was hope in the promise that Boaz was willing to 

redeem her, but there was also no answer on whether or not he would be able to redeem her. Ruth left that 
morning with no immediate answer and with no certainty on what the answer would be! Ruth left Boaz that 
morning with a lot of hope and a difficult call to just wait. Ruth had taken the risk and had not compromised 
God’s perfect standard for her life. She had pursued the opportunity that God presented her, and now she had 
to trust in God to finish what He started. The fullness of the grain that Boaz gave Ruth was an important 
reminder of the fullness of the promise that Boaz gave her. The grain was a sign of the seriousness of the 
promise of Boaz, and this sign was good news to Naomi, who had confidence that Boaz would do what he said 
he would do. What an amazing transformation in the life of Ruth! In following God in faith, Ruth went from an 
empty widow to an anticipating bride to be. Ruth went from nothing to wait on to having the wonderful 
opportunity to wait in faith as God worked out His bigger purpose in her life! Today, God often requires us to 
wait in faith as he works out His bigger purpose in our lives.
1. Discuss the potential emotions and thoughts that Ruth had that day while she was waiting on Boaz. Have 

you ever experienced these emotions and thoughts while waiting on something important to happen or not 
to happen?

2. Why is it so difficult to wait? What does God’s Word say about waiting and patience?
3. How is faith and waiting connected? Why is this connection important to understand?
4. Take a minute to discuss any waiting situations in your group. Close your time in prayer for hearts and 

heads that wait in faith on the Lord to accomplish His bigger purpose in our lives.


